
Vacation Bible School at FBC 

July 31—August 4   

6:00-8:45 pm 

Ages 4 through 5th grade 

Submerged –  

Finding Truth Below the Surface 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Psalm 139:23-24. Submerged takes your kids on an adventure like no other, deep within the mysterious sea. 

As kids submerge themselves in God's Word, they will discover that Jesus didn't just see what's on the outside 

of people. He looked deep down on the inside. So grab your goggles, step into your flippers, and dive in to find 

truth below the surface! 
 

 

 

“Dive Instructors” Needed! (workers!) 

Sign up now at www.fbccolumbia.com. 
 

You may also pre-register your child  
on our website.  
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Onsite lodging available or bring 

your own RV or camper! 
 

Bring the whole family! 
 

Questions?  Contact Mark Walter 

@ 618-660-8203 
 

Deadline to sign up is July 5. 

♦ 



Dear Church Family,  
 

James writes in his epistle, “You do not have, because you do not ask” (James 4:2).  Be careful.  Don't take this 

verse out of context.  God is not a genie in the bottle that we rub for our good fortune, making Him obligated 

to obey our wishes.  James later goes on to write about the motives of our prayers and how they are directly 

linked to God’s wisdom, being the perfect parent and Him knowing what we need long before we cry out to Him 

about what we want.  The deeper context of this passage is a call for God’s people to break free out of their 

bondage to wordliness.  Amazing how ineffective our prayer life is with God when we are steeped in worldli-

ness.   
 

Be careful again.  Don’t make prayer a complicated ritual.  You have a good, good Father who loves you and 

wants your good.  God has so much that He wants to give to His people that brings Him glory.  But we have not 

because we ask not.  If God is all -powerful and desires to work through His children to bring the nations to 

Himself and in doing so, to be glorified now and forever, what power of His is available to us that we don’t have 

because we don’t ask?  We might not be tapping into (praying) to the God of all power very effectively.   
 

Let me try to explain.  The day after Easter this year I took a bit of time off to mow my lawn. There I am,    

moseying along, mowing my yard on the riding mower, not paying attention apparently.  In truth, I was thinking 

about the Easter sermon I had preached the day before.  Now, in my yard there is a small electrical box/cap 

where the power lines are located that go into my house.  This object has been in my yard for all of the 17 plus 

years I have lived in my house.  In other words, I’ve seen it - many times.  But apparently not well enough to 

drive the mower around it instead of going right at it.   

 

At some point the mower hits the power box, and instead of bouncing off it, the mower jumps up and forward, 

kicking the protective cap off and sending it flying across the yard, along with the insulated boots covering the 

power lines, and now sitting atop all the electricity that goes from the power pole directly into my house.  Did  

I mention, by the way, that I’m on the mower and that the still moving mower blades are now directly on top  

of all of this power?  I realized all of this after a loud pop-like explosion hits the mower shooting black smoke 

everywhere.  After realizing that I was not dead, I continued into the land of stupid.  I got off the mower and 

proceeded to pick up the mower and move it off the LIVE power lines it was sitting on.  The nice Ameren      

repairman that came out later kindly informed me of my stupidity and that I should have died several times in 

my exchanges of being brainless and tapping into the unseen but massive power that is electricity.   
 

Let me fast forward to a meeting I had this week with a fellow minister who I had asked for counsel about our 

church’s pursuit of our next Associate Pastor, who will help lead us in worship, discipleship and evangel-

ism.   We never even got to the point of networking and names that he could recommend.  Instead, he puts on 

his desk several one foot sections of wire.  Everything from the single copper wire, to the insulated wiring that 

we use to wire our homes, to the massive collection of insulated wires that go from the power poles into our 

homes (I had seen those before), to these even more massive collection of wires that feed power to entire    

cities.  He looked at me and basically said this, “The church has a relationship with the God of the Universe 

who is all powerful.  He can do anything.  But we are approaching Him in prayer like this smallest single wire 

when God has the power to change the whole world through us.  We are not making ourselves available to 

God’s power.  Pray, Jonathan.  And lead your people to pray.”  Oddly enough, I now fully understood the      

illustration.  We never talked to each other about names after that.  We did pray in the name of Jesus for an 

unleashing of His power upon our church, calling His people to pray, and trusting God to direct us in His will.   
 

“You do not have, because you do not ask” (James 4:2). I’m praying.  Please join me in calling upon the Father 

to unleash His power among His people and direct us in His will.   

 
I love you, and am grateful to be your pastor.   
 
Pastor Jonathan  



Dear Church Family,  

I pray that each of you are doing well and staying cool. This last week we held Fine Arts 

Camp. We had 14 children participate in classes such as: Woodwork, Fishing, Duct Tape Art, 

Arts and Crafts, Drama, Hip Hop, Sewing and Cooking. The children learned during opening 

that God is perfect and made beautiful things. We also talked about how we have sin in our 

lives (Romans 3:23 and Romans 6:23). The next day we talked about how God provided a    

rescuer for us through Jesus (Romans 5:8). The last day we discussed our need to respond to 

the knowledge and how each of us must make a decision to follow Christ. We also talked about 

using our skills that God was teaching us to glorify Him and serve others. On Thursday      

evening we held a showcase of all their work and had a brief presentation of the morning 

opening, plus Drama and Hip Hop. We had 79 people come and participate! THANK YOU to all 

who helped and taught a class. It was a lot of fun. Be praying how you could help next year.   

Our next children’s ministry event is Centri-Kid (Children’s Camp) in Bolivar, MO. Please be in 

prayer for the kids to grow in their faith. Also pray for safe travels to and back from camp. 

We leave Monday July 18th and return Friday July 22nd. I am still in need of scholarship funds 

to help some of the children pay for camp. If you would be willing to help sponsor a child 

please let me know or put a check/cash in the offering marked Children’s Camp.  

After camp we will host VBS July 31st-August 4th, 6:00—8:45pm! The theme this year is 

Submerged—Find Truth Below The Surface. You can register your kids on our church website 

www.fbccolumbia.com. You can also sign up to volunteer there as well! I am still in need of a 

few teachers in the Children’s area, recreation for both preschool and children, nursery 

workers, and craft helpers. On Thursday, the 4th,  we will hold our annual “Praise–A–Palooza”. 

Your help will be needed that evening!! If you can face paint, help serve refreshments,    

monitor a bounce house, or serve helping as security/parking, please let Jenny know!   

It is also time to begin thinking about the fall. I know we have an exciting time ahead. I     

expect God to do great things! I will be needing weekly teachers in the preschool area for a 

few classes as well as in the Children’s area for 1st grade. Please pray how God could use you 

to help children learn about God and grow in their faith! If you would like to be a part of 

growing young ones in their faith and helping them learn God’s love for them contact me to 

find about opportunities to serve. AWANA also is in need of listeners (listening to kids say 

verses for AWANA; men are especially needed), a game 

leader, and Cubbie leaders.  

 

Joyfully Serving Him,  

Jenny Auld 



MISSION MOMENTS 
Have you heard?  Our teams have been on mission in China, Haiti, and New Mexico. They have been SHARING 

CHRIST, by loving on the nannies, and babies up to teenagers, playing games, repairing some existing buildings, 

constructing others, teaching teens how to play an instrument, having heart to heart conversations, just listen-

ing, and living the day to day life with the people of those areas. You were there with them, if you were praying, 

supporting them financially, watching their children so they could go, or providing supplies for them to take. Isn’t 

it amazing how GOD allows us to be on mission with HIM! The MISSION isn’t over when the teams come home. God 

is still working in the people they have spent time with, and in their own hearts!  Please continue praying for 

them and the other teams that will be leaving early July to share Christ in Guatemala, Uganda, Streator, Il 

(family mission), and again to New Mexico.  

The team members are excited to share with you what God has been doing in them and through them, so on        

Sunday morning, JULY 10th, they will be sharing! Please come and listen to their hearts. You will be Blessed! 
 

Did you know? We have families who are hosting children in their homes to help them find their “Forever”     

families. 

What can you do? We are wanting/needing to Impact Columbia for CHRIST, so we had our first Community   

Pancake Breakfast June 4th, with great success! Our second Pancake Breakfast is JULY 2nd, 8-10am. Invite your 

neighbors! Invite the cashier/waitress/bank teller that served you today or during the week! Come for the food-

the pancakes and sausage are delicious!-stay for the conversation, plant the seeds of Christ. 





Decision America Tour with Franklin Graham in Springfield, 
Illinois on June 14. Those who didn’t travel to Springfield 
were able to watch the prayer rally through live-stream in 

our Worship Center. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spread the word!   Invite your neighbors! 

VOLUNTEERS are needed to cook and serve. This would be a great small group project.  

Contact the church office or Brian Harriss,  

 

Learn how to pray God’s Word 

back to Him. DVD presentation 

and discussion to follow.  

No homework or workbook. 
 

July 13 & 27    

10:00-11:30 am 
(this study began in June) 

 

 

Upcoming Women’s Events: 

   Girlfriends Café: August 29, 7:00-8:30pm 

    Fall Bible Study Retreat: October 21-22 

Dear Pastor Jonathan & Church Family, 
 

I am writing today to express deep    

appreciation for your generous support 

of Southern Baptist missions and minis-

tries through the Cooperative Program. According to 

our year-end records, your church was number 8 among 

almost 1,000 Illinois Baptist State Association churches 

in Cooperative Program total giving in 2015 and number 

15 in Cooperative Program giving Per Capita. Thank you 

so much for your church’s generous heart for the Great 

Commission. 

Nate Adams,  

Executive Director, Illinois Baptist State Association 
 

We would like to thank our 

church family for all the 

cards and prayers in the     

recent deaths of our family       

members. It helped us get through the     

difficult time. God bless you all. 

Dick & Joanna Hoffman 



 

Moses   •   Twice Adopted Music Show   •   Presley’s Country Music Jubilee 

 Deadline for reserving your spot is September 15 

 Total cost approximately $250 (includes all show tickets,  

lodging (single occupancy) and $10 travel fee. Not included 

are 2 dinners and 3 lunches) 

 Questions? Call Roger Spurgeon 618.444.1518 or Lauri 

Royer 314.283.9535 

 

DEACONS 

Dewayne Gerberding, Dave Feazel 
 

PRAYER PARTNERS 

JULY 3  Jim Powers, Ray Fischer, Rob Gion, 

Dennis Haudrich, Tom McBroom, Karl Nowak  
JULY 10  Terry Geist, Al Bollinger, Dewayne 
Gerberding, Tommy Hopewell, Randy      

Riebeling, Tim Toolen 
JULY 17  Lee Guethle, Brian Harriss, Dick 
Laxton, Mark Laxton, Kyle Riebeling, Tim 

Verbeke 
JULY 24  Paul Freed, Mark Blair, Marion  
Millikan, Doug Rose, Ron Snow, Brian  

Thompson 
JULY 31  Brett Campbell, Bill Case, Dave 
Finck, Rob Mardirosian, Jeff McClanahan, 

Jeremy Moore, Gary Queen, Rick Smith 
 

USHERS  

Francis Asselmeier, Andy Baxter, Russ      
Harrison, Dick Hoffman, Don Horn, John 

Love, David Ray, Ron Snow 

 

INTERPRETERS FOR THE DEAF 

JULY 3  Mindy Guethle / Candi Feazel 

JULY 10  Mindy Guethle / Denise Byrd 

JULY 17  Candi Feazel / Denise Byrd 

JULY 24  Mindy Guethle / Candi Feazel 

JULY 31  Mindy Guethle / Denise Byrd 

NURSERY WORKERS 

JULY 3 

Babies: Kevin & Lonnie Hileman 

Toddlers: Mike & Dawn Gaynor 

1’s-2’s: Jamie & Christina Frank 

3’s: John & Sandy Marion 

Pre-K: Kara Grafton, Youth Helper 

JULY 10 

Babies: Jon & Jessie Maus 

Toddlers: Sarah Ballard, Angie Weber 

1’s-2’s: Christel Abbeg, Sara Duguay 

3’s: Nick & Christy Cracchiolo 

Pre-K: HELP NEEDED 

JULY 17 

Babies: Joanna Hoffman, Michelle Tullis 

Toddlers: Dianne Flowers, Shannon Flowers 

1’s-2’s: Ben & Julie Nelson 

3’s: Phyliss Kaiping & family 

Pre-K: Kara Grafton, Youth Helper 

JUNE 24 

Babies: Dan & Megan Flowers 

Toddlers: Jonathan & Elaine Mercer 

1’s-2’s: Pam Case, Toni Holloway 

3’s: Angie Emring, Cindy Phelps-Heldt 

Pre-K: Josh & Amanda Vandever 

JULY 31—5th Sunday Rotation Schedule 

Babies: Kevin & Lonnie Hileman 

Toddlers: Mike & Dawn Gaynor 

1’s-2’s: Jamie & Christina Frank 

3’s: Nick & Christy Cracchiolo 

Pre-K: Kara Grafton, Youth Helper 

SECURITY OBSERVERS 
JULY 3  Francis Asselmeier 

JULY 10  Terry Geist 

JULY 17  Jeremy Barton 

JULY 24  Doug Rose 

JULY 31  Francis Asselmeier 

 

SECURITY RESPONDERS 
JULY 3    Russ Harrison 

JULY 10  Rick Davis 

JULY 17  Russ Harrison 

JULY 24  Rick Davis 

JULY 31  Russ Harrison 

 

FIRST AID RESPONDER 
JULY 3    Candi Feazel 

JULY 10  Amy Iorio 

JULY 17  Claudia Asselmeier 

JULY 24  Rachel Ray 

JULY 31  Erin Westfall 

 

GREETERS  

8:00 Sue Clark  
9:00 & 10:45 Jesse & Wendy Stevens, 
Don & Diane Flowers, Adam & Jayme 
Hempken, Theresa Weekley, Linda 

Queen 

 

If you are scheduled to serve, 

but are unable to do so, please 

find a substitute or contact the 

head of your assigned area. 

Thank You!    



For the Record—June 2016 

Bible Study Average 205 

Weekly Worship Average 350 

Monthly Budget Offering Received $67,026.27 

YTD Budget Needed $460,021.38 

YTD Budget Received $395,145.56 

Follow the Dream 

Sprint to the Finish Amount Pledged (2013-2016) $1,346,848.00 

Spring to the Finish Received—June $20,143.00 

Sprint to the Finish received since June 2013 $1,336,871.93 

FBC COLUMBIA SCHEDULE OF SERVICES: 
SUNDAY: 
    Bible Study Groups 8:15am  (adult classes—no nursery or childcare) 
    Worship  9:30am  (childcare for birth through Pre-K) 
    Bible Study Groups      11:00am  (all ages birth through age 150!) 
    AWANA  5:00-6:30pm (September—April; ages 3 through 5th grade) 
    Youth Group  5:00-6:30pm (grades 6-12—meets at Student Ministry Center) 
     FBC Choir   6:45pm (September-May) 
 
WEDNESDAY: 
    Youth Group  6:30-8:00pm (meets at Student Ministry Center) 
    Bible Study & Prayer 6:30pm 
    Hiz Kidz Choir  6:30pm (September—April; ages 4 through 5th grade) 
 
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH STAFF: 

For ministry needs, please don’t hesitate to contact a member of our staff personally. 
 

Jonathan Peters, Senior Pastor  (618-978-7989) 
Lonnie Trembly, Associate Pastor, Students  (618-977-9719) 
Jenny Auld, Director, Preschool & Children Ministries   (636-248-4203) 
 

Karen Mercer, Secretary Diana Goleaner, Secretary    Susan Baum, Bookkeeper 
Mark Walter, Custodian Terry Geist, Custodian 

   
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

1200 Valmeyer Rd ▪ Columbia, Illinois 62236 

(618) 281-5605 office ▪ (618) 281-7386 fax 

email: info@fbccolumbia    website: fbccolumbia.com    

Like us on Facebook: FBC Columbia 

Follow us on Twitter: twitter.com/fbccolumbia      


